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PRINCIPAL'S 

WELCOME

A Chairde, it gives me great pleasure 
to introduce our new school 
newsletter and to have this 
opportunity to address all staff, 
students and parents as we approach 
our October mid-term. In recent years 
we have focused on the development 
of the Coláiste Chiaráin website as a 
resource for information as well as 
developing our presence on social 
media through Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram. These platforms, along 
with our Newsletter, will provide an 
insight into the many activities of our 
busy school. 

We are delighted to announce the 
appointment of a second Deputy 
Principal to our school, Ms Catherine 
Cotter. Catherine's many years of 
experience in Coláiste Chiaráin as a 
teacher and a year head will inform 
her work in this dynamic time in Irish 
Education. With the introduction of 
the new Junior Cycle, schools will 
focus on teaching methodologies and 
modes of assessment that will 
enhance teaching and learning in an 
exciting way. Catherine will work with 
teachers to develop this vision in our 
school.  

This summer we recognised the 
retirements of four of our colleagues; 
Kevin Breen (caretaker), Mary Maguire 
(teacher & SEN  coordinator), Brian 
Dempsey (teacher & assistant 
principal) and Agnes Costello 
(Chairperson Board of Management). 
Agnes served on the Board for 22 
years. We wish them all long and 
happy retirements. 

I would particularly like to welcome 
our new 1st year students and their 
parents to our school community. I 
hope that their time with us will be 
happy and fulfilling. The students have 
settled  in well and are managing the 
transition from primary school 
admirably. In September, they enjoyed 
a wonderful, sunny hike in 
Glendalough accompanied by the 
Gluais group, tutors and year head.  

We had the opportunity to meet many 
of their parents at an information 
evening which preceded the Parents 
Council’s AGM. Parents were given an 
overview of academic, social and 
personal aspects of their child's first 
year in secondary school and had an 
opportunity to ask pertinent 
questions. 

  

The parents council is a valuable
constituent of the school community.
They are active in providing support for
school activities, fundraising and advice
for myself and the board of
management on matters relating to
student affairs in school. The council
has organised a careers evening for
our senior students which will take
place in November. 

In the state exams we welcomed the
results of our Leaving and Junior
Certificate candidates. The results were
of the usual high standard with one of
our graduating students, Ben Brezina
achieving the maximum of 625 points.
Our students did themselves and the
school proud. Under Department of
Education (DES) guidelines, the school
has changed its timetable so that all
classes are now 40 minutes in duration.
The school week remains at the DES
recommended 28 hours. 

I hope you enjoy reading our
newsletter and thank everyone who
contributed to it in any way. 
I wish staff, students and their families
a safe and enjoyable mid-term break. 

Le gach dea-ghuí, 
Joe Sweeney 
An Príomhoide 
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Leadership is not about a title or a 

designation. It's about impact, influence 

and inspiration. 

 

S t u d e n t  L e a d e r s h i p

Student Council

The membership of the Student Council 
consists of eighteen students elected from the 

student body. Three students are elected from 

from 2nd and 3rd year groups and six from 5th 

and 6th year groups. 
It is recommended that shortly after the start of 
the school year, the first year head should 

nominate a number of first year students from 

each class to attend council meetings as 
observers. 

Student leadership involves providing our 
students with  opportunities to practice and 

develop a range of leadership skills in a 

supportive, learning and social environment 
where success and errors are processed and 

reflected upon. 

Leaders are required to communicate well, 
engage in critical thinking and lead groups in 

problem solving and planning. 

The leadership framework within Coláiste 

Chiaráin provides opportunities and 

experiences that facilitate our students' 
transition from school life into the community 

and beyond into the world of work and adult 
responsibility. 

Prefects

Prefects in Coláiste Chiaráin form an integral 
part of the pastoral care structure in the school. 
Prefects will be involved in many aspects of 
school life and act as ambassadors to the 

school at all times. Prefects set an example of 
the highest personal standards of uniform and 

appearance, punctuality, attendance, courtesy 

and attention to school rules.

Peer Mentors are 5th Year students who 

volunteer to undergo training in leadership, 

relationship-building and communication in 

order to work solely with incoming 1st Year 
students to help them adapt to their new school 
surroundings. Peer Mentors meet the 1st Year 
students every week and are a helping hand in 

enabling them to meet new people from within 

the school community.

Peer Mentors
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Gohar Adamyan - Head Girl Nathan Carney - Head Boy

Seán Good - Kerri Walsh -DeputiesPeer Mentors

Prefects Student Council

Gluais Classroom Assistants
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Gluais

Gluais is a voluntary organisation 

working with Transition Year 
Students in schools in Ballyfermot, 
Clondalkin, Lucan and Leixlip. Gluais 
aims to teach young people 

leadership skills which they can then 

take back to their schools and use for 
the benefit of their entire school. 
Gluais students undertake an 

intensive 5 day training course where 

they engage in a variety of exercises 
with their trainers. 

Subject Assistants

6th Year 'Classroom Assistants' are a group 

of students who voluntarily help teachers in 

subject areas. This is a new layer of student 
responsibility which has been introduced on 

a trial basis this academic year. It gives 
students the opportunity to help out in 

subjects which are of particular interest to 

them. So far we have students who are 

helping in the Music, Science, Engineering, 

Home Economics, SEN and Art 
departments. We are delighted with their 
enthusiastic response.  

K e e p i n g  y o u  i n f o r m e d

Each class, from 1st year to 6th year has 
a class captain and vice captain. The 

class captain is elected by the students 
and the vice captain is elected by 

the year head. The role of the captain is 
to represent the class in decision 

making and to help the year heads with 

the collection and distribution of 
journals. The captains change 

throughout the course of the year and 

we are very grateful for their 
contribution.  

Class Captains

Website VSware Facebook Twitter

Instagram

All school news and updates 
can be accessed across a 

wide variety of applications. 
Click on any of the images 

displayed here to view 
content. 

PDF Newsletter

www.colaistechiarain.com www.colaistechiarain.vsware.ie http://bit.ly/2yKDmVK https://twitter.com/ccleixlip

http://bit.ly/2hayXBH

http://www.colaistechiarain.com/
http://colaistechiarain.vsware.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=colaiste%20chiarain
https://twitter.com/ccleixlip?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colaistechiarain.com%2F
http://www.colaistechiarain.com/
http://colaistechiarain.vsware.ie/
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?q=colaiste%20chiarain
https://twitter.com/ccleixlip?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.colaistechiarain.com%2F
https://www.instagram.com/cc_leixlip1980/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/cc_leixlip1980/?hl=en
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Well done to Ciarán Connolly, who competed twice in international Competitions over 
the Summer. Ciarán, a fifth year student in Coláiste Chiaráin, competed for his country 

in the high jump. He competed in the All Ireland School's Athletics Competitions 
earlier this year, where he won a silver medal. This earned him an opportunity to 

compete at the Tailteann Games, representing Leinster, where he won the title. 

   

Ciarán was selected for the Irish team to compete in the SIAB's (School's International 
Athletics Board), where he competed against top athletes from England, Ireland, 

Scotland and Wales. 

This was Ciarán's first time wearing the Irish singlet, and he did himself, the school, 
and his country proud when he won silver. 

Mollie Dagg: 

      Leinster final schools handball under 16 

Ciara Bracken: 

      Captain Irish U16 basketball team (European 

      championships, Skopje, Summer 2017) 

Tiernan Howe: 

      Irish U16 basketball team (European           

      championships, Sofia, Summer 2017) 

Niamh Masterson: 

      Irish U18 3X3 basketball team (European 

      championships, Riga, Summer 2017) 

Ciara Mulleady: 

      Irish U15 basketball development squad 

Fatimah Akorede: 

      Irish U15 basketball development squad 

Caoimhe Masterson: 

      Irish U15 basketball development squad 

Jack Quinn 

      U15 Kildare Development Squad 

Fiona Quirke 

      1st in Kildare for Acting, 4th in All Ireland 

Laura McGonigle 

      Grade 7 Violin

Sorcha Tiernan

Ciaran Connolly

Sporting Achievements

His next success was on the Irish team for the Celtic Games, where he was placed second in an Irish, Scottish and Welsh 

field. We are very proud of Ciarán's achievements to date.

Sorcha Tiernan represented the school over the summer in the Division B U18 

European Basketball Championships which were held in Dublin. A historic finish 

for team Ireland saw them reach the final and lose out to a well polished German 

side. Beating basketball powerhouses Ukraine, Poland, Israel and Great Britain in 

front of sellout crowds in the National Basketball Arena along the way the team 

secured promotion to the “A” Division next year.   
Speaking about the event Sorcha said her highlight was beating Poland in the 

semi-final: “When we beat Poland to get to the final and secured a podium finish it 
was unbelieveable. Having lost to them the previous two years in 

the championships there was some history between the two teams and it was a 

very hard fought match where we had to come from behind to beat them”. She 

added that they received great support and that it was brilliant to see so many 

people from Coláiste Chiaráin and Leixlip at the games. 

Conor Walsh: 

      Irish U15 basketball development squad 

Ciara Harrington, Ciara Bracken, Anna Cullen 

      Leixlip Intermediate Camogie team - county champions      
      2017     

Ciara Harrington 

      Kildare Minor camogie panel - All Ireland semi  finalists      
Wayne Cribben 

      Irish boxing team 

Rhys Cassandro 

      Irish boxing team 

Killian Geraghty 

      Irish boxing team 

Ciaran Silke 

      1st in 7 a side Kildare and Shield Winner in hurling 

Joe Ledwidge 

      U14 Kildare Development Squad 

Harry Farrell 
      U14 Kildare Development Squad 

Oran Hayes 
      Grade 7 Violin 

Daniel Porter Moloney 

      In a short movie. Was on Rugby Metro Team.  

Notable Achievements this term

The list of names published in this table is by no means definitive, it will be amended as we become aware of 
student achievements.
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The  mentor of the Kildare Intermediate 

camogie team recently visited the school. 
Senior students Ciara Harrington, Anna Cullen 

and Ciara Bracken were all part of the 

victorious Leixlip team and our Coláiste 

Chiaráin camogie girls came out to 

congratulate them and manager, Bernie 

Shinnors!   
A big thanks to Ms. Murphy for her assistance 

in organising the visit.

Coláiste Chiaráin produced a high quality second half to qualify for this year's 
Dublin hurling schools quarter final. Leading by only 5 points at half time to a 

battling Colaiste Mhuire team, the Leixlip lads turned on the style in the second 

half to qualify for the quarter finals for the second year in a row. 

This was a great result and performance after the disappointment of losing to local 
rivals Confey College last week. Coláiste Chiaráin got off to the worst possible start 
when they conceded a goal from Colaiste Mhuire's first attack. However, Coláiste 

Chiaráin soon fought back and were ahead at the half-time whistle 1.7 to 1.2 with 

the goal coming from Ben Travers. 

It's been a very busy few weeks for the U16 and U19 girls and boys basketball teams. 
The U19 boys have progressed to the league finals having beaten Coláiste Phádraig, 

Belvedere College and Coolmine CS. They are also through to the quarter final of 
the All-Ireland Cup, having recorded wins against St. Aidans, Whitehall and IS 

Killorglin. 

The U16 boys beat Coláiste Phádraig, Belvedere College, Coolmine CS and Coláiste 

Phobail Setanta to qualify for the quarter final stage as group winners. 
The U19 girls also have a 100% record, beating Coláiste Íosagáin, Holy Faith Clontarf, 
Loreto Dalkey and Mount Temple. They beat Scoil Chríost Rí, Portlaoise and 

Dunshaughlin CS and the U16 girls beat Regina Mundi  to qualify for the All-Ireland 

Cup quarter finals. Well done to all players and coach Yvonne. Looking forward to 

next term! 

Coláiste Chiaráin students who received their Irish caps  in Tallaght recently having 

represented their country with distinction in 2017. 

Well done to all...we are very proud of you and your achievements. (L-R) Tiernan 

Howe, Ciara Mulleady, Conor Walsh, Fatimah Akorede, Sorcha Tiernan, Caoimhe 

Masterson, Niamh Masterson, Ciara Bracken, Yvonne Bracken (Coláiste Chiaráin 

coach) 

On Monday 23rd October, our U14 boys gaelic footballers opened their league 

account with a terrific 9-12 to 3-2 victory over Moyle Park College from Clondalkin. 

After an even start to the game, captain Liam Cahill popped up with a point which 

seemed to the settle the team. That score was soon followed by some quickfire goals 
by Harry Farrell, Ciaran Enright and Sean Hussey. Coláiste Chiaráin took control of 
the game after this and played some high quality attacking football to lead at 
halftime on a score of 6-8 to 1-1. 

Rubgy: Both Senior and Junior Rugby teams have started the season with two wins from two games. The Junior team beat 
Castleknock CC 38-23 and Celbridge CS 46-17. The Seniors beat Castleknock CC 21-0 and Adamstown CS 78-0, impressively 

scoring 17 tries and not conceding a single point in the two opening matches. 
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Coláiste Chiaráin's Senior Debating team have had a fantastic start to the year in the Concern 

Debating Competition. On Monday the 9th of October we travelled to Patrician Secondary 

School, Newbridge where we successfully defeated the motion "To end hunger, the world 

must embrace GMOs". Following that, on Monday the 23rd of October we upheld the motion 

 "For women to access leadership positions, gender quotas must be implemented" defeating a 

very strong team from Salesian College, Celbridge. We had a fantastic night and were 

honoured to have Catherine Murphy TD in attendance who gave us her own invaluable views 
on the topic. The team, comprising of Saoirse Flattery (Captain), Ellen Coburn, Saoirse Hyland, 

Oisin Scanlon, Nathan Carney and David Wall, now have six points out of six with two debates 
remaining in the League Phase. We wish them continued success in the remaining debates.

Senior Debating

Arts and Literature

Rang Iníon Ní Scanaill i mbun díospóireachta an tseachtain seo chaite. An-argóintí ag 

an dá fhoireann...maith sibh!   Ms. Ní Scanaill's Irish class debating last week. There 

were great arguments from both sides...well done! 

The first round of Comortas an Phiarsaigh will take place on Tuesday 7th November in 

Belvedere College for both junior and senior teams.

Our Social Justice group was delighted to welcome Deirdre Walsh, Youth Activism 

Officer from Amnesty International. A group of aspiring activists, both junior and senior 
students gathered in the library where Deirdre explained the work of Amnesty to the 

group and gave them great direction on setting up an Amnesty group in the school. 
The students were left enthused and are resolved to take action as soon as possible ! 

Our Amnesty Group took their first action in solidarity with the leader of Amnesty 

Turkey Idil Eser who is being held in prison in Turkey. Today along with other Amnesty 

groups across the world we wish Idil a 'Happy Birthday'. This action was taken in 

conjunction with other groups to highlight the injustice of her case. 

Gael Linn Debates

Social Justice

Coláiste Chiaráin, recognizes the essential role of the literary arts in the life of our 
culture, and the importance of creative writing in helping our students to develop their 
own powers of expression, empathy and critical reading and thinking.  We are 

committed to providing a learning experience that enhances our students' creativity 

and writing skills. 
Considering that over a third of the Leaving Certificate English paper requires students 
to use creative writing, we also believe that developing the students writing skills is 
beneficial too their academic development. To this end, we have set up an anthology of 
students writing and artistic work, which we’ve called ‘The Chronicles of Coláiste 

Chiaráin’. The ebook can be found on our website under Information / School 
Bookshelf.  We aim to add new editions every term.  

Chronicles of Colaiste Chiarain

Click image to read

This year's school show is 'School's Will Rock You' .  It is a school version of the hit 
Westend musical 'We Will Rock You'.  The show was produced by Queen and 

Ben Elton.  It features many of Queen's hit songs.  The story is set in the future in 

a time when musical instruments and composers are forbidden. Everyone wears 
the same clothes, listens to the same music and holds the same opinions. 
Anyone trying to be different or break the rules is severely punished by the evil 
'Killer Queen' (who is in charge of the Globalsoft Corporation) and her head of 
secret police 'Khashoggi'.  Our heroes 'Galileo' and 'Scaramouche' who are rebels, 
meet a group of 'Bohemians' who are trying to fight against the 'Globalsoft 
Corporation' and bring back live rock music. 

A special mention must be given to our band made up of past and present 
students. They have done an amazing job bringing Queen's music to life for the 

cast and the audience. 

School Show

Click image to view photos

https://www.yumpu.com/s/QEr7vo0OLt1DB4js
http://bit.ly/2gCPr4D
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September 26th dawned bright and sunny as our new cohort of First Years set out on 

their hike through the beautiful Crone Wood and up Maulin in the Wicklow 

Mountains. Accompanied by their principal, year head, tutors and fifth year student 
leaders (Gluais) the students boldly went where previous first years have gone before 

and thoroughly enjoyed the day! 

Not that it was that easy!! 

There were plenty of challenges as they negotiated their way along and then 

stopped for a picnic lunch on the summit of Maulin. 

The students were encouraged to take pictures of the landscape and enter them into 

a competition and we had some fantastic entries. 
There were games and plenty of chatting, led by the Gluais team, as we all got to 

know one another better on the journey! 

Great fun was had by all and students were a credit to themselves, their families and 

the school. 
We look forward to many other such excursions in their years in Colaiste Chiarain.

First  Year Hike

Outdoor Recreation

Transition Year 2018 has undergone some major changes. We are now able to 

cater for 2 classes of TY students. As a result we've made some structural changes 
to the timetable to facilitate the new revision. Students now have work experience 

or activities each Friday throughout the three terms. 

As usual we embark on a bonding activity at the start of transition year. 
Traditionally we go camping to Larchill in the Dublin mountains. After a night of 
campfires and toasted marshmallows both classes had a full day of vigorous 
activities including archery, high ropes and grass sledding as well as group 

bonding activities. 

On behalf of the TY classes I'd like to thank the teachers involved: Ms Sullivan 

(music director), Ms Caffrey (director), Mr Farrell (piano/music) and Ms Doran 

(producer) for their tremendous effort. It was lovely to see former students Jack 

Tobin (drums) and Eanna Harrisson (bass) back together with present 6th year 
student Eoghan O' Dowd (lead guitar) who gave Brian May a run for his money. 

Clondalkin's Men shed paid us a visit today and presented a magnificent bench for 
use in our memorial garden. The bench was made and presented in memory of all 
past students and staff members who have died over the years. Our sincere 

appreciation to the group and in particular to past staff member Kevin Sherwin for 
his efforts in organising this wonderful gift. 

Thomas Lennon, Michael McGreevy and Kevin Sherwin delivered and installed the 

bench. 

Transition Year 

This October midterm break, 40 students and 6 teachers will travel to Iceland on an 

exciting Geography field trip! 

This is a wonderfully unique experience for our students as few other countries offer 
such amazing geographical diversity from sprawling waterfalls, erosive sea features, 
solfataras, geysers, glaciers, diverging plates and of course The Northern Lights! 

Students will also have the opportunity to explore the capital city, Reykjavik and swim 

in the famous geothermally heated Blue Lagoon. 

Iceland is well known for its easygoing culture, fresh food and is the ultimate 

playground for our budding geography students and teachers alike!

Trip to Iceland 

Colourful Donation
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Other News

Healthy Living Committee

The Healthy Living Committee is proud to receive a banner from the Health 

Promoting Schools Programme run by the HSE in recognition for all their 
hard work in promoting a healthy lifestyle in Coláiste Chiaráin. Students, 
parents and teachers were involved in introducing initiatives based on 

mental and physical health in the school which also included Smile Week 

and Sport's Day. 

These initiatives have been in place for the past two years and we hope to 

receive a flag from the HSE  to declare that we are a Health Promoting 

School.

Over the past number of years, schools have explored the new relationship between education and ICT. In Coláiste Chiaráin 

we have always valued the place of ICT in teaching and learning.  In partnership with Intel the school set up its first computer 
room in the mid 1980’s. This summer we replaced all the classroom computers. We also have 2 dedicated computer rooms 
fitted with up to date technology. 

The school uses Google Apps for Education (GSuite) which allows us to provide each student and teacher with a personal G 

Suite account which includes e-mail, docs and unlimited cloud storage in addition to a large number of other applications. 

Teachers use virtual learning environments such as Google Classroom to share teaching materials, set assignments 
and increase collaboration. We have plans for continued development of ICT in our school as a means of enhancing the 

educational experience of our students. 

Information Technology

At the time of writing Mollie Dagg is on track to having her most successful 60x30 handball 
season to date. In July she was part of a  team that won the National U15 Doubles title.   

Mollie also won the U16 All Ireland Singles title. 

In recent days Mollie won the  Leinster Colleges Final representing the school and now goes 
forward to the national finals on November 4th. Mollie has dominated this competition over 
the past two years and we wish her every success in the final. 

Mollie was also selected to represent Leinster in a provincial series and will compete at U17 

level in the 60x30 court. 

Our camogie team under the stewardship of Ms. Murphy returned to the school with our first trophy of the year and just in 

time for this publication. The team deserves immense credit for this wonderful achievement and have brought great honour 
to the school for the way they have applied themselves to the task at hand. The Coláiste Chiaráin senior camogie team beat 
Boyne CS in the Meath/North Kildare Shield final. After going two points down early in the second half, they battled hard to 

win by five. Well done girls on a super performance! 

The 1st/2nd years were unlucky to lose out to the same opposition earlier in the day. While we were on top for long spells, we 

couldn't find a way through the strong Trim defence. A great team performance however...good job girls! We'll be working on 

our touch in the sports hall at lunchtime on Tuesdays! 


