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Restorative Practices 
Coláiste Chiaráin has become increasingly aware of the importance of building relationships and its correlation with the successful personal and academic achievement of students. Consequently, we have been examining new approaches to promoting positive behaviour with a view to improving the emotional climate of the school community. The Coláiste Chiaráin Care Team was established in May 2010. The whole staff team has taken part in a training day in Restorative Practices (http://www.iirp.edu/whatisrp.php). Nine staff members have successfully completed Facilitator Skills Training. As a result, the 5th Year Peer Mentor Programme was established in September. The 34 students involved have had input from the ISPCC and have taken part in a full training day entitled “Restorative Practices Peer Mentoring Workshop”. The Peer Mentors are an exceptionally motivated group. They are working with the Gluais students to help the 1st Year students with the transition from primary school, to foster positive relationships and to close the gap between senior and junior students. The aim of Restorative Practices is to provide opportunities for students to share their feelings, build relationships and problem-solve, and when there is wrongdoing, to play an active role in addressing the wrong and making things right.
